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America risks a nuclear-
arms race with China
Blame an expired treaty with Russia
Feb 3rd 2026

Photograph: Reuters

ROBERT OPPENHEIMER, the father of America’s nuclear
bomb, described his country’s atomic rivalry with the
Soviet Union as “two scorpions in a bottle”. The risks of
this stand-off have been contained over the years by
various arms-control agreements, most recently New
START. But that treaty expired this week, with no
replacement. To make matters more dangerous, these
days there is a third scorpion in the bottle: China. Its
nuclear build-up, the world’s fastest since the height of
the cold war, is likely to prompt America to expand its
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